
Sustainability & Placemaking
The New Value Add



Post Cards from home

Why People Came To Florida In The First Place 



• Nature

• Fun in the Sun

• Relaxation

• Exotic Beauty(ies)

• Health and Wealth

I Dream Of Florida



“A Mythical Place called Florida”

Post Cards from home



“A Mythical Place called Florida”

Post Cards from home



We Took A Detour



We Took A Detour



We Took A Detour



We Took A Detour



Place making for human habitat

A New Approach to Sustainability



Places & Designs that  get  better and better over t ime

One Useful Definition of Sustainability



25.85%
’

48.35%’

Percentage of Developed Land by 2070

Context Matters       - Growth in our State

Source: 



Context - Affordability

A need for new housing options

• Escalating home prices, tight lending requirements, high cost of 
transportation and eroded personal wealth all demonstrate the need for 
more affordable housing:

Source: US Census Bureau



• Households are becoming 

more diverse.

Source: US Census, America’s Families and Living Arrangements 2012

Context - Designing for Millennials

50% of all households are singles



The Missing Middle

A Big Opportunity



New Typologies - High Density Single Family Detached

New Home Design
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Form Based Coding -The 

Source: DPZ

It’s not one size fits all – Coding for Context

The Transect – A New Tool 



Town, Village, Neighborhood

Coding for Place Based Design
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The DNA of a Place Based Village Design

Designing for Connectivity, Walkability and Choices

10 min. walk ½ mile radius

5 min. walk 1/4 mile radius
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Transit Ready Development

Restoration – a gold standard

• 20,000 residents within a ten minute walk of multiple types 
of destinations and transit

© 2016 Canin Associates Inc. All rights reserved.



Multi-Modal Path Connecting Centers

Lake Flores 1300 Acre Mixed-Use in fill Community



Key Elements of Community

Road-oriented    
Retail

Main Street Focus:
• Lake Oriented
• Shared Open Space
• Restaurants
• Multi-Family
• Hotel
• Movie Theatre

The Mixed-Use Town Center

© 2016 Canin Associates Inc. All rights reserved.



$1,218,000/36 lots = $33,833 per lot 
2200 ft. perimeter

$1,218,000/30 lots = $40,600 per lot

$1,130,000/32 lots = $35,312 per lot

$730,000/16 lots = $45,625 per lot 
1400 ft. perimeter

$930,000/24 lots = $38,750 per lot

800’

800’

800’

400’

600’

Block Length - Cost vs. Walkablity

Managing Costs, Walkability, Efficiency and Trade-offs 



A “win-win” design trade off
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Paseo Cottages  on 50’x50’ lots

High Density Single Family detached 13.7 DU/AC

© 2016 Canin Associates Inc. All rights reserved.



Alternate Landscape 

Designs – Less Turf

Edible Landscaping in a Courtyard Home

Chili Pepper Peach Pineapple

Mint Rosemary Cabbage

Zucchini Strawberry Tomato



The Main Street – designed for a July 4
th

Parade

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – Mixed Use on the Town Park 

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – small urban open spaces

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – a place to hangout

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – farmers market

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – a central park

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – community event in the central park

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



People Places – a beautiful rose garden

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



Windermere a sustainable village with rural flavor

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



Rural Village streetscape

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



Street with canopy shade trees

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



Enhancing the public realm by viewing amenities

Form Based Coding for Human Habitat



Let’s Rediscover Why People Came To Florida In The First Place 

We can now code for place based design

• Health and Wealth

• Nature • Fun in the Sun

• Relaxation • Exotic Beauty


