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LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
 

REQUEST FUNDING FOR: WELLNESS WAY CORRIDOR  
FROM US 27 TO SR 429, CLERMONT 

 
POSITION 
 

The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests that the Lake 
County Delegation support funding for the Wellness Way Corridor.  This corridor is in 
the City of Clermont, unincorporated Lake County, and Orange County, and will connect 
US 27 to the SR 429 Expressway in Orange County. This project will improve traffic 
circulation but most importantly will support a regionally significant employment center 
in South Lake County. Lake County is currently conducting a 16,000 acre Sector Plan 
and when supported by Wellness Way, will provide annual economic impacts in excess 
of $500,000,000.00 and provide over 23,000 jobs.  
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 

The Wellness Way Corridor will provide inter-regional traffic and goods movement from 
US 27 to SR 429 for new proposed Lake County Economic Development Sector Plan 
within South Lake County.  
 
The Wellness Way Corridor is an important component of the Lake County Economic 
Goals for the South Lake Master Sector Plan along the Wellness Way Corridor.  The 
Sector Plan promotes a new Business Development and a regionally significant 
employment center.  The project will improve efficiency of the existing transportation 
system by resolving capacity constraints on US 27 and providing direct access to SR 
429.   The funding request is for a Project Development and Environmental Study which 
is required prior to entering into design or right of way acquisition. 
 
APPROPRIATION 
 

The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting $ 1.25 million for a 
Project Development and Environmental Study (PD&E) for the Wellness Way Project.  
Requests for other funding sources will be based on feedback from the Florida 
Legislature. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
$ 1.25 Million 

 
STAFF CONTACT 
Jim Stivender, Director      Noble Olasimbo, AICP 
Public Works Department     Public Works Department 
Phone: (352) 483-9005     Phone: (352) 483-9092 
Email:  jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov   Email: nolasimbo@lakecountyfl.gov 
 

 

mailto:jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:nolasimbo@lakecountyfl.gov
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Legislative Position 
Maintain State Aid to Libraries Operating Grant Appropriations 

 
Position 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners requests the Lake County Legislative 
Delegation’s continued support of the State Aid to Libraries Operating Grant program 
funding.  The Board of County Commissioners understands how difficult it has been to 
balance the state budget over the past few years and greatly appreciates the efforts of 
the Lake County Delegation to maintain its support of State Aid funding. 
 
Background/Justification 
The State Aid to Libraries Operating Grant program is a continuing State grant program, 
authorized under Chapter 257, Florida Statutes.  State Aid provides financial 
encouragement for all 67 counties to provide freely accessible public library services to 
those taxed for the service.  It fosters the growth and innovation of new ideas to provide 
library and information services to the residents of Florida based on local service plans. 
The law authorizes a match of up to 25 cents on each dollar of local expenditure for 
library services.  The state match reached a high of 11 cents on the dollar in FY 98/99 
and has steadily declined since then to about 2.5 cents on the dollar.  For the last two 
years, the appropriation for the entire state has stayed at $21.3 million.  Thanks to the 
support of the Florida Legislature during the last session, the allocation to Lake County 
actually increases from $188,720 in FY 11/12 to an estimated $197,421 for FY 12/13. 
 
In Lake County the State Aid grant funds are used to support system-wide technology 
infrastructure including public access computers, subscriptions to online reference 
databases for public use, and county-wide literacy programs.  At the same time that 
citizens are in greater need of government services, public libraries are increasingly 
acting as surrogates for state and federal agencies in service delivery. 
 
Additionally, an appropriation of at least $21.3 million makes it possible for the state to 
receive approximately $8 million in federal Library Services and Technology Act grants.  
This money funds many statewide services that directly affect local citizens, such as the 
Florida Electronic Library reference web site, the Ask-A-Librarian chat reference 
service, and statewide interlibrary loan delivery. 
   
Appropriation Amount 
At a minimum, the funding level should be maintained at $21.3 million in recurring and 
non-recurring funds. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Any additional reduction of State Aid to Libraries would further endanger Lake County’s 
ability to provide online services to the public and to continue programming to children, 
teenagers, and adults. 
 
Staff Contact 
Wendy R. Breeden, Director   Charlene Smith 
Public Resources Department Director  Interim Library Services Division Manager 
(352) 253-6150     (352) 253-6180 
FAX:  (352) 253-6184    FAX:  (352) 253-6184 
e-mail:  wbreeden@lakecountyfl.gov    e-mail: csmith@lakecountyfl.gov  

mailto:wbreeden@lakecountyfl.gov


LEGISLATIVE POSITION 

State Housing Initiative Program (SHIP) Funds 

POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests the Lake County 
Delegation support an increase and/or full funding of the State Housing Initiative 
Program (SHIP) funds. These funds would assist Lake County families in need. 
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 
The State Housing Initiative Program (SHIP) is a state funded affordable housing trust 
fund designed to provide support to local jurisdictions in an overall effort to create and 
sustain affordable housing through the collection of doc stamp fees. During the past four 
years the funds have been redirected for use by our state legislators in an attempt to 
balance the state’s budget. Consequently, the affordable housing needs have increased 
exponentially over this period of time primarily due to the loss of funding and the overall 
state of the economy. We need full restoration of the SHIP funds to provide adequately 
for our families in need. We were historically awarded approximately $2M annually to 
support various housing and development needs for our county. 
 
If funded these funds would provide funding for up to 75 families annually as well as 
provide an economic boost to hundreds of contractors and laborers that have suffered 
in the down housing market. 
 
APPROPRIATION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting up to $2,000,000 to 
provide SHIP funds for Lake County families. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Up to $2,000,000. 
 
Staff Contact 
Dottie Keedy       Cheryl Howell 
Director       Housing Services Manager 
Community Services Department    Community Services Department 

Phone: (352) 742-6589     Phone: (352) 742-6540 

Email: dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov    Email: chowell@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:chowell@lakecountyfl.gov


LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
 

 Challenge Grant and Housing Homeless Recovery (HHR) Grant 
 
POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests the Lake County 
Delegation to support increased and/or full funding for the Challenge Grant and Housing 
Homeless Recovery (HHR) Grant. This grant will assist in providing families in need 
safe housing. 
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 
During the past year the numbers of homeless families have increased dramatically due 
to a lack of jobs, increased rents, and diminishing safety nets that were provided at a 
local level for low-income working families. We need an increase in funding to assist in 
providing safe, decent housing and adequate support services for our families in need. 
 
During the past two years the Challenge Grant and Housing Homeless Recovery grants 
have been eliminated. The loss of the grant funds to Lake County has impacted up to 
$850,000 annually. More than 100 families can be housed and provided support 
services with these funds. 
 
APPROPRIATION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting up to $850,000 this 
year for the Challenge Grant and Housing Homeless Recovery grants. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Up to $850,000. 
 
Staff Contact 
Dottie Keedy       Cheryl Howell 
Director       Housing Services Manager 
Community Services Department    Community Services Department 

Phone: (352) 742-6589     Phone: (352) 742-6540 

Email: dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov    Email: chowell@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:chowell@lakecountyfl.gov


LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
 

Fuel Spill Remediation and Cleanup Phase II Construction 
 

POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests the Lake County 
Delegation request/support funding the Fuel Spill Remediation and Cleanup Phase II 
Construction.  This project will assist Lake County to clean up a hazardous fuel spill 
affecting ground water in Tavares, FL. 
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 
The Fuel Spill occurred in the 1980’s due to an underground gasoline storage tank 
leakage at the county vehicle fueling facility.   The fuel contamination has spread rapidly 
over the last few years and has also reached deep into the surficial aquifer. The fuel 
spill currently lies  wholly on county property located at the County’s Solid Waste Facility 
in Tavares, FL.  The County has already invested $1,000,000 into the project and of that 
has received $300,000 from FDEP for the cleanup. These funds have been expended 
on ground water testing and evaluation, design, and construction of Phase I of the 
facility.  There are no other Grant Funds available from FDEP or other sources to assist 
Lake County at this time. 
 
Phase I of the facility has built a curtain wall of wells to pump ground water to a 
remediation facility which removes the pollutants from the water.  The operation of the 
Phase I program is approximately $209,000 annually.  The cost to construct the next 
phase is $437,000.  This operation will never cease until the source of the pollutants is 
removed at the old storage tank site.  The estimated cost over a ten year period to 
remove the pollutants from the ground water is $2,500,000.   This will include 
construction of Phase II and Operation and maintenance of the system for ten years to 
finally remove all of the pollutants to an acceptable concentration in the groundwater. 
 
APPROPRIATION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting $646,000 this year for 
a fuel spill remediation and cleanup on County owned property in Tavares.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
$ 2,500,000. 
 
STAFF CONTACT 
Jim Stivender, Jr.     Fred Schneider, P.E. 
Director      County Engineer 
Lake County Public Works Department   Lake County Public Works Dept. 
Phone: (352) 483-9005    Phone: (352) 483-9040 
Email: jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov  Email:fschneider@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov


Legislative Position 
 

Support Continued Funding Assistance for the Mosquito Control Program 
 
Position 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners wishes to thank the Florida 
Legislature for its continued support for funding the Mosquito Control Program. 
Funding of the Mosquito Control Program enables local governments to continue 
performing mosquito abatement and continues the support of important and 
much needed mosquito research throughout the state of Florida. The Legislature 
is requested to continue funding these programs which are vital to protecting the 
residents of the state of Florida. It is vital for the Legislature to maintain the 
already existing rule for the pass through dollars supporting mosquito abatement 
programs throughout the state from the Waste Tire Fund in the total amount of 
$1.2 million. Twenty to thirty years ago when the Waste Tire Fund was first 
established the total amount was in the $20-$30 million range which enabled a 
much higher level of funding ($60,000 to $80,000) for the Lake County Mosquito 
program.  It would be desirous to return to those original levels.  
 
Background/Justification 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners will require continued funding 
assistance for the Mosquito Control Program. The funds will allow us to reduce 
the potential for residents and visitors to face health risks associated with 
mosquito transmitted diseases. The Lake County Mosquito Management Section 
manages mosquitoes and other biting arthropods of public health importance to 
reduce the risk of arboviral disease amplification and transmission to humans 
and domesticated animals and to ensure a reasonable quality of life to all 
residents and visitors of Lake County. 
 
Funding Types       Amount 
Legislative Funding Request     $ 39,148 
Local funding        $820,000 
Total         $859,148 

 
Appropriation Amount 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting $39,148 for the 
continued funding assistance of the Mosquito Control Program.  
 
Fiscal Impact 
The total project cost estimate is $859,148. 
 
Staff  Contact 
Jim Stivender    Mary Hamilton 
Public Works Department   Environmental Services Div. 
Phone: (352) 483-9005   Phone: (352) 483-9080 
Email: jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov Email:mhamilton@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:mhamilton@lakecountyfl.gov


LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
REQUEST CREATION OF A STUDY COMMISSION ON AGENDA 21  

 
POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests the Lake County 
Delegation request and/or support creation of a study commission to review and evaluate the 
relevance and impact of Agenda 21 – The United Nations Programme of Action from Rio upon 
the State of Florida. 
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 
The United Nations convened the Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 

which was held in Rio de Janerio, Brazil, 3 to 14 June 1992 commonly referred to as the Rio 

Conference.  At the conference 178 world governments, including the United States adopted 

Agenda 21 as a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally by 

organizations of the United Nations System, Governments, and Major Groups in every area in 

which human impacts on the environment.  The Conference also resulted in the United Nations 

approval of the RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT in August of 

that year. 

It has been suggested that these two documents may impact the State of Florida and its future 
development and economy in a detrimental manner.  In order to determine what those impacts 
might be and how to prevent them, Lake County requests the Legislature create a Commission 
to evaluate Agenda 21 and identify and define such policies, and formulate recommendations to 
minimize or eliminate those impacts. 
 
APPROPRIATION 

N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT 

N/A 

STAFF CONTACT 

David Heath 
Lake County Manager 
Phone: (352) 343-9888 
Email: dheath@lakecountyfl.gov 
 

mailto:dheath@lakecountyfl.gov


Funding for the Transportation Disadvantaged Program 

 

Position: Continuous support of the Transportation Disadvantaged Program 

administered through the Florida Commission for the Transportation 

Disadvantaged (FCTD) 

 

Background/Justification: 

The Transportation Disadvantaged Program was established by the Legislature in 1979 and 

enhanced in 1989 with the creation of the independent Commission for the Transportation 

Disadvantaged and the establishment of the Transportation Disadvantaged Trust Fund.  The 

purpose of this program is to ensure statewide the availability of efficient, cost-effective, and 

quality transportation services for our transportation disadvantaged citizens. Through 

coordination of multiple funding sources at the local level, the funds are maximized to provide 

transportation disadvantaged individuals with the vital transportation services they need. 

 

Florida’s seniors, the disabled, low income, and children at risk who have no other form of 

transportation depend on the Transportation Disadvantaged Trust Fund to assist them with 

daily transportation needs.  Transportation is provided for such purposes as doctors and 

medical appointments, grocery shopping and other nutritional activities, employment, job 

training, educational purposes or to obtain other essential services of daily living that are not 

sponsored by any other funding source. 

 

The Transportation Disadvantaged Trust Fund is funded at approximately $44,182,179 this 

year to provide trips to Florida’s most vulnerable populations when no other funding sources 

are available. 

With more and more of Florida’s population becoming eligible for the transportation 

disadvantaged program, ongoing as well as additional funding, is needed to continue to 

provide this service  throughout the State and in Lake County. 

 

According to statistics from the CTD Annual Performance Report for fiscal year 2010-2011 the 

coordinated system provided over 700,000 Floridians with 51,000,000 trips statewide.  In Lake 

County a total of 213,015 trips were provided system wide to 14,698 different clients. In FY 

2010/11 trips in Lake County were prioritized for medical, nutritional, employment, and 

training/educational. There were 6 unmet trips reported during that time period. In FY 2011-12 

the County had to discontinue providing employment and educational trips. LakeXpress (the 

County’s fixed route transportation system) plays a vital role in meeting many of the 

transportation needs for the transportation disadvantaged population. 

 

 

 

Appropriation Amount  

The Commission for Transportation Disadvantaged budget for FY 2011-12 is $44,182,179. 

The funding is dispersed among the 67 counties based upon the formula contained in the 



statute.  Of the total funds, 97% are used to fund the grant program and the Commission uses 

3% for their operational costs. 

 

The current statewide fiscal impact is $44,182,179. Lake County’s expected share from the 

CTD is $565,679. The local match is $62,853, for a total amount of $628,532. Lake County is 

respectfully requesting that the Legislature please keep the funding for this program intact for 

the 2012-13 fiscal year. 

 

Staff Contact 
Dottie Keedy, Director     Kenneth Harley 
Community Services Department    Public Transportation Manager 
Phone: (352)742-6588     Community Services Department 
Email: dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov    Public Transportation Division 

Phone: (352) 742-6581 
Email: Kharley@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:dkeedy@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:Kharley@lakecountyfl.gov


LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
 

REQUEST FUNDING FOR: SOUTH LAKE TRAIL PHASE IIIB FROM SILVER EAGLE DR. TO 
CRITTENDEN DR. in the City of Groveland, Florida 

 
POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests the Lake County 

Delegation request/ support funding for the South Lake Trail Phase IIIB Project: (Silver 
Eagle Drive to Crittenden Dr. Groveland, FL).   
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 

The South Lake Trail will be a functional component of the overall transportation system 
in Lake County by providing several non-motorized modes of transportation (bicyclists, 
pedestrians, skaters and equestrians) on a safe off-road facility for schools, parks, 
municipal governments and retail shopping. 
 
The trail is also a part of the Central Florida Trail Loop. The proposed trail will establish 
an important connection in an extended network of trails and greenways throughout 
Central Florida, linking Orange County's West Orange Trail to the State of Florida's 
General Van Fleet (Green Swamp) Trail. The proposed trail would link the municipalities 
of Minneola, Clermont, Groveland and Mascotte. This would provide the citizens of these 
cities a safe, alternative transportation route. The trail also would connect four schools and 
three parks. The design phase is complete. We are requesting for Right of Way acquisition 
and construction phase in the amount of $5 million for the phase IIIB segment which  is from 
Silver Eagle Drive (near South Lake High School in Groveland) to Crittenden Drive in the 
center of Groveland. 
 
 
APPROPRIATION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners is requesting $ 5,000,000.00 for the right of 
way and construction of the South Lake Trail Phase IIIB: From Silver Eagle Drive to Crittenden 
Dr. in the City of Groveland, FL.  Requests for other funding sources will be based on feedback 
from the Florida Legislature. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
$ 5,000,000. 

 
STAFF CONTACT 
Jim Stivender, Director     Noble Olasimbo, AICP 
Public Works Department    Public Works Department  
Phone: (352) 483-9005     Phone: (352) 483-9092 
Email: jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov   Email: nolasimbo@lakecountyfl.gov 

  
 

mailto:jstivender@lakecountyfl.gov
mailto:nolasimbo@lakecountyfl.gov














LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
REQUEST CHANGES TO FLORIDA STATUTE 790.33 – 

Field of Regulation of Firearms and Ammunition Preempted 
 

POSITION 
 
The Lake County Board of County Commissioners (LCBCC) requests that the Lake County 
Delegation request/support statutory changes related to the discharge of firearms where there is 
a clear and present danger to public safety. 
 
BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
 
F.S. § 790.33(1) states “. . . Except as expressly provided by the State Constitution or general 
law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms 
and ammunition, including the purchase, sale, transfer, taxation, manufacture, ownership, 
possession, storage, and transportation thereof, to the exclusion of all existing and future 
county, city, town, or municipal ordinances or any administrative regulations or rules adopted by 
local or state government relating thereto. Any such existing ordinances, rules, or regulations 
are hereby declared null and void.” 
 
Since implementation of HB 45 (2011) and its effective date October 1, 2011, multiple incidents 
have occurred where citizens of Lake County reported gunfire from nearby properties resulting 
in bullets landing near them while located on their own property.   
 
 
APPROPRIATION 

N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT 

N/A 

STAFF CONTACT 

Gregg Welstead, Director     Sanford Minkoff, County Attorney 
Conservation and Compliance    County Attorney’s Office 
Phone: (352) 742-3960     Phone: (352) 343-9787 
Email: gwelstead@lakecountyfl.gov    Email: sminkoff@lakecountyfl.gov 

mailto:gwelstead@lakecountyfl.gov
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